
This is a story of two people who each lost their spouses to cancer:
Rodney lost his wife of 37 years in September 2003 and Joanne lost her
husband of 14.5 years in November 2003 - both were under the care of
Niagara Hospice. The first year of widowhood was full of emotions:
anger, frustration, loneliness, sadness, abandonment, failure and won-
dering if they would ever feel whole or happy again. Neither knew
where they would get the courage to go on without their partner, lover
and best friend. Both took advantage of grief counseling through 
Niagara Hospice.

Neither Joanne nor Rodney ever imagined falling in love again, or
even thought about doing so, until November 2004 when they were each
convinced by co-workers and family to try Match.com and Yahoo.com.
They both had a lot of reservations about starting to date again, but felt
that maybe just finding someone to do things with would bring some
happiness. Rodney and Joanne both corresponded with several people
but did not feel a connection to anyone.

Then fate stepped in: Rodney saw Joanne’s profile and sent her an
email. They emailed for two days and talked on the phone for hours be-
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Niagara Hospice recently received accredita-
tion for its residency program in pharmacy prac-
tice, with emphasis in home care, from the
American Society of Health-System Pharma-
cists (ASHP). The Commission arrived at its de-
cision based on a thorough review and survey
conducted at Niagara Hospice in May, 2005.
The ASHP Board of Directors reviewed and ac-
cepted the Commission on Credentialing’s ac-
tions on September 23, 2005. Accreditation is
granted subject to the provisions of the ASHP
Regulations on Accreditation of Pharmacy Res-
idencies. 

The Pharmacy Practice Residency Program is
a joint collaboration of Niagara Hospice and the
University at Buffalo’s School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences to provide a post-doc-
toral pharmacist residency. “We are very excited

about this recognition,” said Robert Wahler, UB
clinical assistant professor of pharmacy and 
Niagara Hospice pharmacy practice residency
director. “Our pharmacy practice residency with
emphasis in home care is the only nationally ac-
credited residency based in a hospice, furthering
Niagara Hospice’s conscious effort to be a
teaching hospice.”

The joint venture has placed both institutions
at the forefront of research and instruction in
hospice and palliative care. The partnership is
instrumental in offering patients the unique type
of comfort and care that characterizes Niagara
Hospice. Under the agreement, Niagara Hospice
provides a residency to a pharmacist who per-
forms research and supervises UB pharmacy
students during clinical rotations at its facility
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In mid-life, the caterpillar attaches
itself to a protected place while it

undergoes a transformation into a
chrysalis. The butterfly that

emerges has a whole new life 
in a different form.

For more information, visit us on the web at

www.niagarahospice.org
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Happy New Year! We hope you will join us
as we enter 2006 with great optimism and
hope for the future. This will be a challenging
year for Niagara Hospice as we continue the
“Wings of Serenity” campaign to build 
Niagara Hospice House. This year also
promises to be one of the most exciting years
in our 18-year history as we plan to welcome
the first residents of
Niagara County’s
only hospice house.
But we can’t do it
without your help. 

As many of you
know, Niagara Hos-
pice House will be
an 8-suite hospice
residence and 10-
suite in-patient unit.
The residential
wing will provide a
place for hospice
patients to go when
their own home or
family situation
isn’t suitable for home care, but they don’t
need hospitalization or nursing home care.
Perhaps their home is too small, or poorly
suited for handicap accessibility, or they don’t
have family or friends who can stay with them
24 hours a day. The in-patient wing will hold
10 suites specifically designed for patients
needing short-term medical monitoring and
patients who have only a few hours or days to
live. Many families find the final hours ex-
tremely difficult and want medical profession-
als available for pain management and sup-
port, but hospitalization isn’t required.

Plans for Niagara Hospice House have been
on the drawing board for years. The decision
to go forward is partly attributed to recent
changes to New York State law that enable
smaller counties to operate cost-efficient resi-
dential hospice services, and the 2002 change
in Medicaid reimbursement regulations in
support of hospice residences. These changes
have opened the door for Niagara Hospice to
meet the long-time need for a residential hos-

pice facility.
The foundation of the hospice philosophy is

for every patient to have a dignified, pain-free
death. The absence of a residential facility in
Niagara County poses a significant threat to
that standard. Although Niagara Hospice will
always be primarily a home based program,
Niagara Hospice House will open up new ser-

vices for people who currently must go with-
out. 

These are trying times for fundraising and
we are humbled by the generosity of our staff,
volunteers, board members and the communi-
ty in their support of Niagara Hospice House.
If you haven’t yet had an opportunity to see
plans for the building, we encourage you to
call Hospice at (716) 439-4417 to request in-
formation. If you have been touched by Hos-
pice, you know how important hospice care is.
You can name for yourself the co-workers,
friends or family members who depended on
Niagara Hospice during a difficult and painful
time. Because of the importance of this work,
we know you will want to help if you can.
With your help, we can bring dignity, comfort
and choice to all who need it, regardless of
their home situation. 
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A Message from the CEO and Board President

Dominick Muto of the Niagara Falls Fish Market
organized a first year ride to benefit Niagara 
Hospice. Pictured are Vincent & Dominick Muto
presenting a check to Anthony Battaglia of the
Niagara Frontier Hospice Foundation.

The Voyager 
is an official publication
of The Hospice and 
Palliative Care Group,
Inc. (HPCG) with a 
circulation of 8,500. 
Niagara Hospice, Inc.,
the Niagara Frontier 
Hospice Foundation,
Inc., and Palliative Home
Care of Niagara, Inc. are
divisions of the HPCG.
Comments or questions
may be directed to the
Editor. 
Visit us on the web at  
www.niagarahospice.org

PRESIDENT & CEO 
John L. Lomeo

NIAGARA HOSPICE 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR

A.J. Bax, MD

VICE PRESIDENT OF 
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Catherine Mulawka Borden

THE VOYAGER EDITOR
Patricia M. Degan

The Peggyann Pytlik Walk had a successful
second year last fall, raising $3,900 for 
Niagara Hospice.The weather held out as
walkers took a scenic stroll through
Whirlpool State Park. Pictured are Anthony
Battaglia of Niagara Hospice, Barb and Rich
Pytlik, Caroline, Paige, Xander and Hailey
Wasinger. Missing members of the Pytlik
family are Annette, Joe, Joseph and Emma
Dutton, Rick Pytlik and Ray Wasinger.

Supercuts of Western New York believes every day is a gift! Through-
out the month of August stylists at 32 Supercuts locations sold 
Niagara Hospice butterflies for $1 donation to Hospice.All of the
locations did a fantastic job; the location that sold the most is on
Payne Ave. in North Tonawanda. Pictured: Supercuts staff and 
Anthony Battaglia and Amanda Scott of the Niagara Frontier 
Hospice Foundation.

The Burt Hotel ran their 3rd AnnualPartner Memorial Run in memory ofJohn Rosemelia, Sr.The event raised$6,295 for Niagara Hospice through admissions and various raffles. Picturedleft to right are Kelly Sears, JohnRosemelia, Jr., Diana Edminster,Tom Edminster, Kelly Lederhouse and MontyNoble.
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Dick Groves and Jerry DeFlippo present a gift of
$2,500 to Nick Granchelli of the Niagara Frontier
Hospice Foundation board (right).The gift repre-
sents proceeds from last summer’s Dominick 
DeFlippo Memorial Golf Tournament donated to
support the Wings of Serenity Campaign to build
Niagara Hospice House.

Hospice-tality was a success again last November!
Several Niagara County restaurants donated 20% of
their proceeds from the evening of November 6th to
Niagara Hospice. Pictured are Jenny Pinkham (left)
from Mariner’s Landing in Olcott, and Hospice Event
Specialist,Amanda Scott. Niagara Hospice thanks
Mariner’s Landing and the following restaurants for
their support of National Hospice Month and the hos-
pice mission:

Apple Granny Restaurant

The Brickyard

Braccettos Restaurant

Cammarata’s Restaurant

One Eyed Jacks

Village Eatery Italian Bistro

Gordie Harper’s Bazaar

John’s Flaming Hearth

Roman Café

Dwyers Pub and the Niagara Falls HOGS broke
the Guinness World Record of the most Harleys
to drive through a bar! Greg Stenis of Dwyers
and Paul Fedorsak from Niagara Falls HOGS
present proceeds from the event to Amanda
Scott from the Niagara Frontier Hospice 
Foundation.

Thanks you!

The Kodak Co. in Rochester, New York re-
cently donated a digital camera to the pharmacy
program at Niagara Hospice to aid in research
on the treatment of oral thrush in hospice pa-
tients. This is a common condition in terminal
patients that up until now has been problematic
in treatment. New studies on an alternative regi-
men could result in better treatment of oral

thrush and a decrease in medication costs. The
camera will be used to photograph symptoms
throughout treatment to document changes for
the study. The research is being conducted by
Niagara Hospice PharmD Kate Juba and Robert
Wahler, University at Buffalo clinical assistant
professor of pharmacy and Niagara Hospice
pharmacy practice residency director.

The Niagara Hospice web-site has
recently been refashioned with the goal
of providing clear and concise informa-
tion to individuals who have recently re-
ceived a potentially life-threatening di-
agnosis, as well as their families, and
encourage them to call Hospice sooner.
“We know all too well how important it
is for individuals to have easy access to
information that relates directly to them
when faced with end-of-life chal-
lenges,” states Patricia Degan, Niagara
Hospice director of marketing and pub-
lic relations. “Because everyone’s situa-
tion is different, another goal of the site
is to encourage people to call Hospice
sooner to get information early on in
their diagnosis - providing them with

the tools to make informed de-
cisions in their own care,” says
Degan.. The new website pro-
vides resources for the patient,
the family, and the community
as a whole that can be accessed
in the comfort of home or office
at a time that is most conve-
nient. 

A Memorial Book section
has been added to the new site
that invites families to remem-
ber a loved one and invite others to sign
their guestbook. The addition is an ef-
fort to provide families with another
tool to help them work through their
grief as well as provide lasting tributes
to their loved one. Memorials can be

printed from the website to be kept by
the family if they wish. Hospice news,
resources, contact information, and
newsletters can all be accessed at
www.niagarahospice.org.

Kodak Donation Supports Pharmacy Study

The Community Foundation for
Greater Buffalo awarded a $40,000
grant to Niagara Hospice to install an
automated medication dispensing unit.
According to Vice President of Hospice
Services, Catherine Mulawka Borden,
the automated medication dispensing
unit will ensure that Niagara County
hospice patients have access to 24/7
remedy for breakthrough pain and other
emergencies. “This equipment will
make it possible to provide emergency
pain medication during non-business
hours, using secure protocols super-
vised by a local licensed pharmacist,”
states Borden.

The automated medication dispens-
ing unit will add another dimension to
the standout pharmacology services Ni-
agara Hospice has developed. The pro-
ject expands on an innovative palliative
care program already underway, one
that has been developed in collaboration
with the University at Buffalo’s School
of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sci-
ences. Since 2002, Niagara Hospice has
pioneered efforts to improve how medi-
cations are used and managed in hos-
pice care, and is recognized nationally
for a variety of strategic initiatives.
Over three years Niagara Hospice has
adjusted formularies to make better use

of generic drugs and taken other steps to
cut drug costs; assisted the University at
Buffalo School of Pharmaceutical Sci-
ences in researching the use of
methadone as pain medication for can-
cer patients; established a Pharmacy
Residency; developed a palliative care
consultancy that assists local nursing
homes and physicians; and collaborated
with UB in PharmD intern rotations and
miscellaneous studies of geriatric phar-
macology. 

“The Foundation is pleased to be
able to support this important effort,”
stated Community Foundation Vice
President, Clotilde Dedecker.

Hospice Website Receives Face-lift

Community Foundation Funds Unit

Many thanks also to Applebees, Lockport 
for surprising Hospice staff with a delicious lunch last 

September.The ribs, chicken fingers, coleslaw and 
pop were enjoyed by all! 

J’s Motorcar of Lockport donated a percentage of 
their proceeds during National Hospice Month

(November) to Niagara Hospice.
Thank you Roger Corlde and staff for supporting 

the mission of Hospice!

Essie Calhoun (left), Chief
Diversity Officer & Direc-
tor of Community Affairs
and Vice President at
Kodak and Kate Juba,
Niagara Hospice PharmD.



Lauer-Manguso & Associates
Management & Staff of The 
Talking Phone Book

North Tonawanda School 
Administration Association

Quebecor World Fairfield
Nancy Reynolds

In Memory of Richard Sullivan
Rita Sullivan

In Memory of John Syers
Nancy Behrens
Pamela Behrens
David Clifford
M/M J. M. Fitzgerald
M/M Christopher Vince

In Memory of Grace Thomas
Kathryn T. Mooradian

In Memory of Bob Tinklepaugh
Audrey Tinklepaugh
J. G. B. Enterprises, Inc.

In Memory of John Tisdale
M/M Norman Grauerholz

In Memory of Richard Titterson
Jane Titterson

In Memory of Linda S.Townsend
Edgar Townsend

In Memory of Howard Turner
Cynthia Jarvis

In Memory of Carole VanOrman
Rolla Becker
M/M Les Kachurek
M/M Donald Larrabee
Robert Reese
Dawn Rogers

In Memory of Sarah J.Virga
Adeline Virga

In Memory of Robert C.Vogt, Sr.
Patricia Vogt

In Memory of Anthony Volante
Ferro Electronic Materials

In Memory of Grandma Wagner
Barrie Steele
Valerie Bryce
M/M James Cronkhite
M/M Jeffrey Wagner

In Memory of Stanley Bruce
Waild
Sherry Waild

In Memory of Theresa A.Walker
John Walker

In Memory of Marguerite Ward
M/M David Babcock
M/M James Coulter
M/M Jack Dempsey
M/M Jack Reilly
M/M Eugene Ward
Sandra Ward
Brian White

In Memory of Amy Watson
Betty Tomlin

In Memory of Cornelia Lily Webb
M/M Alfred Harvey

In Memory of Dorothy Webber
Saundra Burns

In Memory of Cameron Werth
M/M Duane Carlton Sr.

In Memory of Thomas Williams
Bunty Volls

In Memory of Jean S.Wilson
Debra Czyrny

In Memory of Ruth H.Wolcott
Robin Wolcott

In Memory of Loretta J.Wood
Archie Wood

In Memory of Lori Ann Yohe
Thomas Anderson
Frances Bartolomei
Joanne Bartolomei
Lawrence Bartolomei
Amy Battaglia
Karen Bdera
Mary Borodzik
Danielle Bush
Century Medical Associates P.C.
Collin Dill
Kay Green
Norine Kuhn
LAN Associates Inc.
Landis Communications Inc.
M/M David Lawrence
James Lohr
Cynthia Lytle
Adelaide Manth
Beth Manth
John Marciano Jr.
Carol Narowski
Verl Preston
Proactive Solutions
Carla Reynolds
Stamm Reynolds & Stamm
Paula Stuhler
M/M Michael Szczepanski
Susan Tallmadge
Susan Tsakos
W. J. Cox Associates, Inc.
Ellen Willard
Audrey Winzinger
Jeffrey Yohe

In Memory of Janice N. Zahno
Camille Zahno

In Memory of Alfonso Zuccari
Arline E. Parkhill
Helen Schimschack
M/M Robert Zuccari
M/M Patsy Eugeni
Thiele, Inc.

GENERAL DONATIONS

1949 Tonawanda High School
Class Reunion

Alison Albert
Charlene Austin
Joanne Bartolomei
The Bell Fund - Community
Foundation for Greater Buffalo

M/M Arthur Bird

Vicki Marie Bowes
Duwayne Brabec
Bethany Brawn
Hugh Brennan
Brown, Chiari, LLP
Michelle Bruce
Buffalo Coca-Cola Bottling

Company, Inc
Drs.Andrew Cappuccino and
Family

Dr. and Mrs.Albert P. Cavallari
Dr. Paul Churder
Milena Cillag
Marie Clark
Paul Colucci
Cornerstone Research & 
Marketing, Inc.

Tammy Darnell
Roland Davis
Richard L. Dayer
Gerald DeFlippo
The Dow Chemical Foundation
Patricia Dowd
M/M Harry Dreifus
M/M Allan Duquette
Dwyer’s Irish Pub
Teresa Eastman
Empire Dismantlement Corp.
Employees of Invitrogen Corp.
Tameka Felts
First Baptist Church Benevolent
Fund

First Congregational Church
First Presbyterian Church
Janet Fraas
Frank Colucci, Inc.
Debbie Frauenhofer
M/M Barry Frombgen
M/M Robert Fuller
Kathryn Gannon
Diane Gelose
Patricia Gerou
Giangreco Law Firm P.C.
John Gibson
Danielle Gnacinski
Gordie Harper’s Bazaar
Dennis Grinnell
M/M Robert Hazen
Doug Heim
M/M William Hildebrand
Theresa Holmes
M/M Walter Holmes
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Impressive Imprints
Independent Health Association
Inc.

Insight Health Corp.
Insurance Auto Auctions
Scott James
Sally Johnson
Johnson & Johnson Family of
Companies

M/M Tom Kelley
Debbie Klein
Jennifer Kopf
Donelle Koukal
Doris Kramer

William Krueger
John Kugler
Judy Kwarciak
Ladies Auxiliary of V.F.W.
Post 9249

Stephen Larson
Herta Lein
Cynthia Lichtenberger
Frank Lis
Lockport Village Eatery Inc.
Loose Ends Vending Inc.
M/M David Mallam
M/M John Micciariello
Modern Industrial Firebrick
Corp.

Joan Mullin
My Favorite Things
National Fuel Gas Quality
Assurance Co-workers

Ruth Naylor
New York Fish Market
Niagara Falls Sertoma Club
Ohio Elementary School Faculty
and Staff

Olcott Harbor Board of Trade
One Eyed Jacks
Jodi Persinger
Jeri Pichey
Marcia Plants
The Presbytery of Western 
New York

Purdue Frederick Company
Rand & Jones Enterprises Co.,
Inc.

Ransomville Baptist Church
Richard J. Hooper & Associates
Roman Cafe
Dr. and Mrs. Richard W. Rooker
Rotary Club of Central Niagara
County

Rotary Club of Lewiston
James J. Sansone
Karen Scalia
Wayne Schult
Clarence Secord
Barbara Seufert
Alice Smith
Sandra Smith
Tracy Stevenson
Supercuts
Samuel Terranova
Charles Thrall
Natalie Tolhurst
Trinity Baptist Church
United Way of Buffalo & Erie
Verizon Foundation
Laura Vivian
Marilyn Webster
Pat Wilson
Jeffrey Yohe
Julie Zimmerman

Thank you!
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Weathering the Storm
BY LARRY MORROW, BSW MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKER

Every one of us will experience the loss of someone or
something we love, or cherish very dearly. It may be some-
one or something we have invested much of our emotional
being with, and allowed ourselves to become part of. What
we feel when that is taken away from us is a measure of grief,
on some level. The level of grief depends on how great an in-
vestment we had in that loved one, or that thing we cared for
dearly. And, that investment may be emotional, mental, or
spiritual. 

We grieve because of a loss of some kind, usually of some-
one, or something we love. But, we can also grieve over
something or someone in our lives that has had a negative in-
fluence, or a negative relationship. Grief is the emotional re-
sponse as a result of the loss. Grief may manifest itself in an
emotional roller coaster. One moment, we may be doing just
fine and later we may not be able to hold it together. Grief can
strike at any moment, and rise up from a word, a smell, a
sound, or a thought. It may hit us as we think about past re-
lationships or a connection to a loved possession. We grieve
over many things and at different levels throughout our lives.
Grief is a natural part of living. If you have not grieved, you
have not cared. 

To give a perspective on grief, think of it as a snowstorm
in winter. I think of a particular snowstorm that hit Western
NY in 1977 (deemed “The Blizzard of 77”). Several feet of
snow fell in a short time. People were stranded in many
places - at work, school, on the road, and many other places
away from home. Well, it was winter. We expect snow, but
not like that. It hit hard. I think of grief like that snowstorm
hitting hard, very hard. In fact, it paralyzed us. The city was
at a standstill. Often, when we grieve, we become paralyzed.

Nothing else can be done. We are stuck in that storm, strand-
ed somewhere.

Well, that snow did cease. The storm ended at some point.
We knew we would survive. No, winter was not over, just like
our grief hasn’t ended. But the storm has stopped. I knew
winter was still here though. I knew we were going to get
more snow. I know I will grieve again over this loss. And
maybe another storm will hit, and render me inoperable for a
time again.

Grief is like that. It can come at a moments notice. Just
like winter snow. The snow is still on the ground. It is still
cold outside. If you want to go out, you must shovel the side-
walk. You need to dress properly. Grief is like that. It is hard
work. You must clean off the snow before you can safely nav-
igate the sidewalks. We know there will be more snow before
winter ends. Grief ends at some point. No, we don’t forget
the love for the loss. Emotions can still rise when we think of
it. But, for the most part, grief ends and we can navigate the
sidewalks of our life again without shoveling, or having to
dress warm. We don’t have to prepare for another storm be-
cause summer is here, but we remember the past winter well.
We just don’t dwell on it as we used to. Oh, we talk about the
“big storm” and how it affected us. We will talk about our
loss, and that is good. We need to openly confess how much
the loss meant to us. That helps us get through the storms.

Remember, grief may be intense at times. It may come
upon you as a storm, maybe when you are not expecting it.
There will be snow squalls, small flurries, and maybe sunny
days in winter as well. But, there is no escaping grief. Just
like that snowstorm, it is going to affect every part of your
life in some way, and you must deal with it many times be-
fore you see the season change. Your storm may be a little
different than mine, or your friends. Don’t expect to be able
to shovel all the snow in one day. Sometimes it takes awhile
to work through it. You need to rest. You need to ask for help
if needed. It’s okay to let someone know that the drifts are
just too much for you right now, and you need a helping
hand.

When you are going through your snowstorm, consider
that others may be going through it as well. Perhaps they may
have the same type of loss as you. If they appear to be han-
dling the storm well, ask them how they do it. Don’t be afraid
to speak about the storm to others. Maybe they have a per-
spective that might just give you some hope that the storm is
not going to be here forever, and there is a summer. In your
grief, remember that you are not alone. We all experience it
at different times and over different losses. Grief is common
to all people. You will manage it one day. You will grow
through it. You will find better weather ahead, and may even
see a rainbow.

Niagara Hospice Donors August 1 – November 30, 2005
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In Memory of Joanne Lyons
Arthur Wheeler

In Memory of Hedley & 
MacFarlane Family
Jim Hedley

In Memory of John MacMaster
Francis Nearhoof Jr.

In Memory of Eveyln R. Mahoney
M/M Tom Kralik

In Memory of Bonnie Main
Vicki Pawlak
Darlene Werth

In Memory of Charles Manuel
Charles William Hornsby
Travelers Insurance

In Memory of Mollie Korff Martin
William K. Martin

In Memory of Victor Martinez
Gloria McMurray

In Memory of Joyce Massaro
Therese Paonessa

In Memory of Robert McCollum
M/M Larry Kois
Priscilla McCollum

In Memory of Jack McCord
Patricia McCord

In Memory of James McCue
The Building Industry Employers
Association of NC

Door Specialties Inc.
Gypsum Systems Inc.
Huber Construction Inc.
M/M John Mangus
Rev. Carolyn Peeler
Perfetti Builder’s Hardware Inc.
Betty Tousley

In Memory of James McCue
M/M Robert Hazelet

In Memory of Joseph & Betty
McMahon
Michael McMahon

In Memory of Ruth McNally
William Kresman
WNY Association of Plumbing &
Mechanical Contractors

In Memory of Conrad F. Metzger
Beth Mattei and Family
Mary Louise Metzger

In Memory of Joseph Militello
Adele Berti

In Memory of Esther Miller
Robert Kramer

In Memory of Margaret
Mokhiber
Ronald Mokhiber
Art Skeirik

In Memory of Sharon Monroe
M/M Ed Seefeldt
M/M Dan Whitsett
M/M Richard Zipp

In Memory of Mary Montante
Employees from the Grace 
Cancer Drug Center

In Memory of Lily May Waddell
Moran
John Moran

In Memory of James Moritz
Shawnee Volunteer Fire Co., Inc.

In Memory of Juliana Mort
Mary Pietricone

In Memory of Mary Ann Murphy
Frederick Lute

In Memory of Amadio Navarroli
M/M Louis Zagotti
M/M Guido Virtuoso

In Memory of Karl Neubert
Elaine Coppola

In Memory of Delia Niccola
M/M Robert Hazelet

In Memory of the Louise Norris
Family
Louise Norris

In Memory of Charlotte Nowicki
M/M Nolen Curtis

In Memory of Karl E. Nuebert
Virginia Neubert

In Memory of Loved Ones
Alice Rayl

In Memory of Marjorie Orkwis
M/M Vincent Ginestre

In Memory of Steven Ort
Jean Ort

In Memory of Robert Ott
IBEW Local 1813
Ellenor Kimmel
Robin Ott

In Memory of Jean Pagano
Linda Rocco

In Memory of Shirley (Chuck)
Palmiter
MOTO Franchine Corp.
A.B.C. Club in Wilmington

In Memory of Margaret Payne
M/M James Southwell

In Memory of Frederick C.
Phillips
June Phillips

In Memory of Melvin Pierce
M/M William Webb & Family

In Memory of Christine Pluzdrak
Center of Renewal, Inc.
M/M Mark Russ

In Memory of Edward Poole
Chase Bank Co-Workers
Eva Jean Dickinson
Leslie McKillip
M/M Norman Prue
Pegeen Ryan

In Memory of William Porter
Sally Porter
M/M David Stepnick

In Memory of Peggyann Pytlik
Richard Pytlik
First Niagara Bank
Scott Lawn Yard Inc.

In Memory of Joseph Quarcini
Local 91 LIU of NA AFL-CIO

In Memory of Reagan & Stewart
Families
Maureen Reagan

In Memory of David Redman
Diane Rosenberg

In Memory of Herbert E. Reitz
Mary Reitz

In Memory of Herendeen 
Relatives
Donna Bailey

In Memory of Alice Reszel
M/M Lawrence Clare
Cheryl Gondek
M/M Paul Reszel
M/M Philip Weston

In Memory of Willis S. Retzlaff
Lois Retzlaff

In Memory of Earl Richardson
Violet Milne McIntyre

In Memory of Roger F. Rounds
Deborah Lawrence

In Memory of Kenneth Runge
Stephen Larson
North Tonawanda City School
District

In Memory of Sue Ann Ryan
Thomas Ryan IV

In Memory of Petrina Santarsiero
M/M William Rosenberg Jr.

In Memory of Luetta Schaefer
Natalie Whitmore

In Memory of Ann Schall
Eric S. Eldridge

In Memory of Kathleen Schebell
Sally Guido

In Memory of Marion Schendel
Dale Heary
Jean Upton
Edwina Young

In Memory of Marian L. Schurr
Minnie Spoon

In Memory of Betty J. Scullion
Sharon Love

In Memory of Frances I. Secord
Cynthia Robertson

In Memory of Phyllis Seefeldt
Sally Wilson

In Memory of Paul Seeloff
Colleen Seeloff

In Memory of Mamie Seitz
Patricia DePrima

In Memory of Harold Shaver
Marian Bolton
Mary Chunco
M/M Franklin Ginty
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Graf
M/M Rocci Scirati
Betty Thompson
Tommy F.Thompson
M/M John E.Tillotson Sr.

In Memory of Harold Shaver
M/M Lloyd Gerstung
M/M LaVern Ulrich

In Memory of Daniel L. Sheehan
Adeline E. Glena
William Higgs
Robert A. Nodine
M/M Elwood Pittler
Melva Rumsey
Jane Seekins
Joan Watkins
Cohen Financial

In Memory of Florence Sheldon
Stenley LeBold

In Memory of Robert Allen &
Shirley Errington
Sheila Allen

In Memory of Doris Shoop
M/M Rick Dalton
Jean Stevenson
Rita Vidal

In Memory of Christine Short
Daniel Krebs

In Memory of Donald E. Sinclair,
Sr.
M/M Donald Sinclair Jr.

In Memory of Alden E. Smith
Betty Smith
Staff of Mt.View
Jenna Zambotti
Dorothy Smith

In Memory of David Sonnen
Kathryn Sonnen

In Memory of Harold Southard
M/M Floyd Benzing
M/M Robert Bowers
Robert Kramer
William Stout

In Memory of Luther Stebbins
Janis M. Billingsley
Elsie Stebbins
Town of Lockport Officials &
Staff

M/M Keith VanDusen
M/M Richard Verguson
Maureen Wendt

In Memory of Christine Steinman
Dorothy Cancemi
Joesph Paonessa

In Memory of Reagan & Stewart
Families
Maureen Reagan

In Memory of Robert Stoll
M/M Jeffrey Stoll

In Memory of Frances Stopa
Karen Waite

In Memory of Bill Storrs
The Butcher Shop Employees
and Customers

In Memory of Robert Storrs
Mary W. Clark

In Memory of Anna Straccamore
Friends at Quebecor World 
Buffalo Inc.
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fore meeting in person. Three days later, Rodney
knew he was in love but he also felt guilty be-
cause he felt he was cheating on his late wife.
Rodney’s generosity by way of emotional sup-
port, the ability to make Joanne laugh, and being
someone who could understand the ups and
downs of being widowed soon helped Joanne re-
alize that maybe true love could happen again.
Much to their family’s surprise, they were en-
gaged after two weeks and discussed a fall wed-
ding - but common sense also told them that they
had to get to know each other better before tak-
ing such a huge step.

As a trial run before committing the rest of
their lives to each other, Rodney moved in with
Joanne. The two argued, cried, laughed, talked
and truly got to know each other. They also trav-
eled a lot, and Joanne’s sister remarked that if
you could travel in a vehicle with someone for
over twelve hours without killing them, then it
really must be love! Rodney and Joanne were
able to share what life had dealt them and in
doing so, got to know each other in the way
some people don’t do even after years of being

together. They decided to head to Vegas, and
were married on October 1, 2005 at a small
chapel with some close friends and family in at-
tendance. Friends and family commented that it
had been a long time since either smiled and
looked so happy.

Joanne and Rodney now share their lives to-
gether, after first sharing the devastating effects
cancer can have on a family, the loneliness of
grief, and they even unknowingly shared 
Niagara Hospice bereavement counselor, Laurie
Stickney, as they worked through their grief.

The moral of the story is that Joanne and 
Rodney would like everyone that has lost a
spouse or significant other to know that life can
go on. It is very difficult making the decision to
begin dating again, and yet another major deci-
sion to make a new life with someone else. They
both acknowledge that their late spouses will al-
ways be a part of their lives and offer each other
love and support with each passing anniversary
of something from the past. They also know that
together they will make new memories and cel-
ebrate more anniversaries of ‘firsts’ together.

STORY OF HOPE AND LOVE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PHARMACY PROGRAM, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

on Sunset Drive in the Town of Lockport.
“Our pharmacy education program has grown

from one student on a clinical experience pro-
gram to a full-fledged post-doctoral residency
program,” said Wahler. 

Niagara Hospice president & CEO, John
Lomeo, said the inclusion of a resident pharma-
cist in the patient’s care plan has proved to be a
tremendous resource to both the clinical care-
givers and the patient. “This clinical exposure to
hospice and palliative care also affords the resi-
dent invaluable experience in pain management
and end-of-life care,” added Lomeo. Both say
that the role of the pharmacist has become in-
creasingly more important in hospice and pallia-
tive care and Wahler believes there are many
hospice facilities that need a pharmaceutical ex-
pert to manage the therapeutic use, distribution
and costs of medication. According to Wahler,
many hospices nationwide have hired clinical
pharmacists.

The pharmacy resident is responsible for
management of patient pharmacy regimens in a
cost-effective and quality efficient manner as

well as coordinating the administration of medi-
cations for patients to assure there are no contra-
indications and/or negative interactions between
medications. Niagara Hospice patients have the
benefit of vital expertise in the case management
of pain and symptom control. Patients are not
the only beneficiaries in this partnership, as UB
pharmacy students work and gain knowledge in
the clinical environment with the resident phar-
macist and hospice caregivers.

The Pharmacy Resident program was initially
made possible through a $30,659 grant from the
Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo.
Objectives of the Foundation are to support cre-
ative and innovative responses to existing or
emerging community problems; and support ef-
forts that recognize and build on community
strengths and assets. The Community Founda-
tion for Greater Buffalo is a community endow-
ment whose mission is to strengthen and im-
prove the quality of life in the Greater Buffalo
area by supporting and enhancing philanthropy
and charitable activities.

Light-A-Life
2005 
Over 100 friends
and family joined
Niagara Hospice
for an afternoon of
remembrance at
the King Gallery at
The Summit on
December 11th.
The St. Mary’s
Folk Group of
Lockport raised
their voices and
brought comfort to
many hearts. 
Hospice Volunteer
Sally Porter, and
Hospice Social
Worker Larry 
Morrow shared
messages of hope
for the holidays.
Candles and the
Hospice Memorial
Tree were lit as we
remembered 180
lives as all joined
the folk group to
sing Silent Night.
A very special
thank you to Don
King, The Summit,
Lockport Tim 
Horton’s, St.
Mary’s Folk
Group, Sally
Porter and Larry
Morrow for their
support of 
Light-A-Life.
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In Memory of Frank J. Doane
Dorothy Blanchard
Sodexho Inc. & Affiliates

In Memory of Don Dobbins
M/M Thomas Heary & Family

In Memory of Alfred Drozek
Debra Bielec

In Memory of Phyllis Dunn
Mt. St. Mary’s Hospital Lab
M/M Harold Nelson Jr.

In Memory of Eleanor Duquette
Daniel Duquette

In Memory of Richad Dusher
James Terryberr

In Memory of Mary Dussault
Julie Hallifax

In Memory of Edward Eagan
Neonatal Intensive Care Nursery 
in the Women

M/M Russell Quick

In Memory of Lawrence J. Edwards
U A Plumbers & Steamfitters Local 
Union #22

DuPont Welders

In Memory of Gerri Eick
David Eick

In Memory of Daniel Elder
Dorothy Smith

In Memory of Ann Fetter
Thomas Crawford

In Memory of Matthew Ficner
Frances Ficner

In Memory of Jay Fisher
LaSalle Class of ‘53 Committee & 
Lunch Group

M/M Les Kachurek

In Memory of Robert Foley
Leola Foley

In Memory of Geraldine Forbes
Joseph Oblamski

In Memory of Lorraine Franklin
M/M Roger Franklin
Ronald Franklin
M/M Bob Hanna
Paul Miret
M/M Walter Penton

In Memory of Alfred Fritton
Lillian Westcott

In Memory of Ronald Scott Gardner
M/M Charles Wheeler
Mid-State Lumber Corp of PA

In Memory of Irma R. Glazer
Fraternal Order Of Eagles # 825

In Memory of Viola Grandinetti
Renato Conte
M/M Arthur Elia
Janice Morwood

In Memory of Betty Jane Groff
Henri Meylan

In Memory of Frances Gromosiak
Irene Dlugosz
M/M Guy Fincke
M/M James Malinowski

In Memory of Edwin Grove
Nancy Woolson

In Memory of Ross & Mary Gugliuzza
M/M Chuck Loiacano

In Memory of Donald E. Hall
Judy Cline
M/M John DeSantis
The Environmental Quality Company
Mark Farrell
Niagara Gutter
Robert Harries
Arlene Talarico
Gloria Tarpinian
United Oil Recovery Inc.

In Memory of Emma Grace Harrah
M/M John Pittsley Sr.

In Memory of Eleanor Harrington
Charles Nathanson

In Memory of the Hedley & 
MacFarlane Family
Jim Hedley

In Memory of Robert Heiman
Barbara Reed
Kathleen Torrence

In Memory of Christian Heinrich
William Heinrich

In Memory of Arlene Heisner
M/M Robert Heisner
Project Future W.N.Y. Inc.

In Memory of Robert Hoffman, Jr.
Gordon F. Smith Construction Co., Inc.
Hazel Hoffman
M/M Richard Hoffman

In Memory of William Holt
M/M John Angelo
M/M Raymond Angelo

In Memory of Janet Hood
M/M Craig Avery
Shelagh Godsoe
M/M Felix Saino

In Memory of Margaret,Albert, & 
William Horne
Leslie Horne

In Memory of Earl Huffman
Yvonne Huffman

In Memory of Loraine Human
Alvin Human

In Memory of Carmen Hutchins
Mariners Landing Inc.

In Memory of William Hymiak
Jessica Dankert

In Memory of Betty Jackson
Mary Darnell
M/M Gene Ewen

In Memory of Joseph Orin Jazdzewski
Matthew Gorzka

In Memory of John L. &  Joann L. Cornelius
Jeri Pichey

In Memory of Edward Joseph
Theresa Scrufari

In Memory of Luiz Kahl
Tech Aviation Services Inc. / NFA, LLC

In Memory of Thelma Kallin
Beverly Kallin

In Memory of Walter Kamm
Jennifer Berg

In Memory of Lottie Karbowski
Diane Degolier

In Memory of Wayne Thomas Kast
Patricia Kast

In Memory of Loretta Kendziora
M/M Paul Harms

In Memory of Charles E. Kennedy
M/M Jerry Freischlag

In Memory of Patricia Larson & 
Kenneth Runge
Stephen Larson

In Memory of Edward Klahn
Carol Klahn

In Memory of John Klejdys
M/M Ed Klejdys
M/M David Mallam
Karen Panzarella
Randee Lynn Tracko

In Memory of Carol Koban
Charles Thrall

In Memory of Victor Kobas
M/M John Grela
Michael Grela

In Memory of Alvin E. Korthals
Sandra Miller

In Memory of Ida Krull
Arthur Krull & Family
North Tonawanda Profession Firefighters
M/M David Schmidt

In Memory of Shirley Lampman
M/M Fred Gottman
Frederick Lampman

In Memory of Margaret Langbehn
Priscilla McCollum

In Memory of Gloria Laughlin
Buffalo General Hospital Emergency Room
Theresa Falcone
M/M Feruccio Masotti
Josephine Piccirillo
Arlene Swinford

In Memory of James Letourneau
Jean Letourneau & Family

In Memory of Nina Lewis
M/M Ray Bennett
M/M Ronald Lewis
Honorable & Mrs.William R. Lewis

In Memory of Ruth Lichtenberger
Kristopher Haag

In Memory of John A. Lindsay
Karyn DeGregorio

In Memory of Donald Lingenfelter
M/M Clifton Adcock II
M/M William Crotty
Joanne DeMarco Daniel
M/M Richard E. Johnson

In Memory of Eva Littlewood
Niagara County Probation Officers 
Association

M/M Robert Trainor

Gifts to Hospice
The Niagara 

Frontier Hospice
Foundation’s gift
program gives
donors the opportu-
nity to make a differ-
ence in the lives of
Hospice patients and
their families. 

Further, it enables
donors to remember
or pay tribute to a
special individual by
making a gift in that
person’s name. Upon
request, the 
Foundation will send
an acknowledgement
to individuals desig-
nated in the dona-
tion, notifying them
of the thoughtful 
gesture. 

These gifts help
ensure that hospice
services will continue
to be available to
those individuals and
families facing life’s
final journey. The
Foundation is grate-
ful for all the gifts it
receives and the gen-
erosity of our com-
munity. However,
space limitations 
permit only single
listings of donations
of $50 or more per
donor. We extend our
sincere condolences
to family and friends
of those memorial-
ized. If there is an
error or omission,
please call the 
Niagara Frontier
Hospice Foundation
at (716) 439-4417.
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In Honor of Marie Bedord
Frank Gennuso

In Honor of Employees of the Niagara County
Clerks Office
Rev.Wayne Jagow

In Honor of Wally & Louise’s wedding
Naomi Walker
Joyce Wolf

In Memory of Carol Sue Adam
M/M David D’Angelo & Family
Gaskill Middle School Faculty
The Spirit Fund at Our Lady of Peace
M/M Robert Wade & Family

In Memory of Mary Adams
Jan Mathews

In Memory of Charles Amabile
Carmela Amabile

In Memory of Guy Ammunziato
Maxine Cleckley

In Memory of Ruth Andrakulic
Florence Bellreng
M/M Teddy Chrzanowski
Barbara Landree
Thomas Rao
M/M Joseph Tarcha

In Memory of John H.Anson
Georgia Anson

In Memory of Diane Aquino
Adesa Buffalo

In Memory of Anastasia Arbour
Janet Arbour

In Memory of Conrad R. Backlas
Shirley Backlas

In Memory of David Ball
Sharon Thompson

In Memory of Samuel Bax
Patricia Bax

In Memory of Charles Bean
Kimberlee Rudman

In Memory of Jack Beatty
Jack Beatty Memorial Regatta
M/M Francis White

In Memory of Martha Bendekovic
Robert Couch

In Memory of Beatrice Best
Jay’s Place

In Memory of Bill & Janie 
Marian Bolton

In Memory of Ruth Binkley
M/M Bruce Arthurs
M/M Lee Arthurs
Fiddler and Company, LLP
Karen Huselton
M/M John L. Russ

In Memory of Donald Bogart
Marlene Bogart & Family

In Memory of Geraldine L. & 
Thomas D. Boorum
Robert Boorum

In Memory of Joseph Boryszewski, Jr.
M/M Mark Mullin

In Memory of Jean Marie Bosch
M/M Ronald Chambers

In Memory of David Bottom
M/M Gene Comstock
The ‘78 Masters

In Memory of Susan C. Bowman
Larry Bowman

In Memory of Pauline A. Brabec
M/M Burt Margolis
Gail Ribis
Duwayne Brabec

In Memory of George F. Brett
Carol Brett

In Memory of Merlyn Brown
William L. Davin
Lockport Canoe Club
David Rosenwasser

In Memory of Randolph Brucz
Bonita Barcy
Michael Brucz
M/M Edward Homiszak
P & M Leasing, LLC

In Memory of Gerry Budde
M/M Earl Poyfair

In Memory of Santo Cammarata
James Marinello

In Memory of Ralph Carr
John Haley

In Memory of David Carrier
M/M Robert Schearer

In Memory of Carl Bud Case
Simpson & Simpson, PLLC

In Memory of Samuel Cassano
M/M Peter Castiglione

In Memory of Joseph A. Castiglione
Gloria Castiglione

In Memory of Vittorio Cavaiuolo
United Frontier Mutual Insurance

In Memory of Alice Chamberlain
M/M Jeff Calhoon

In Memory of Wayne Chapman
Ridge Animal Hospital

In Memory of Carmino J. Chellino, Sr.
Gertrude Chellino

In Memory of Howard E. Clark
Aline Clark
Norman K.Wilson Jr.

In Memory of Kathleen Cochran
Henry Cochran
M/M David Seaman

In Memory of Robert Cole
M/M Frank Cole
WSF Industries, Inc.
Your friends at WIVB-TV and WNLO-TV

In Memory of Robert J. Collins, Jr.
Angela Collins

In Memory of Anthony L. Colosi
Marilyn DiPasquale

In Memory of Sylvia Conklin
M/M Donald Peterson

In Memory of Helen Considine
Daniel Wilson

In Memory of Denise Copperthite
Frank Cornell

In Memory of Sylvia Corcoran
M/M Alan Oliver

In Memory of Velma Jean Costello
Janeen Winnike

In Memory of Christopher Crane
Carrie Snediker

In Memory of Dawn Criswell
M/M Ronald Cooper
Elizabeth Megan

In Memory of Peter Curione, Sr.
Evelyn Curione

In Memory of Sharon Dalton
George Bush
M/M Arthur Garabedian
M/M John Hearn & Family
Patrick Hearn & Family
Pop Hearn
The Hearn Family
M/M Clarence Jolley
Dr. and Mrs. John Macaluso
Danielle Meier
Kristann Moody
M/M Jack Nora
Anne Norris
SIGMA Marketing Group

In Memory of Harriet Daunce
Shawnee Sno-Chiefs Snowmobile Club Inc.

In Memory of Leland Davis
Edith Buttaro
Kathleen Klocke
Patricia Twist

In Memory of Erma D’Avolio
M/M Jim Briganti
Adeline Colucci
M/M Joseph DeGiulio
Fedina Elia
Dr. and Mrs. John Marino
Nancy Mariano & Family
M/M Albert Paonessa Jr.
M/M John Santangelo
M/M Guido Virtuoso

In Memory of Claire DellaValle
Joseph DellaValle

In Memory of James Dewey
Delphi Tool Room Bldg 8
Klub 60
M/M Burt Martin
June McQueen
Beverly Sharpsteen
M/M James Strassel
George Walker
M/M Edward Zolyome

In Memory of Ann Dickinson
M/M Darren Haag
M/M Henry Keem
M/M Karl Smith
M/M Anthony Bucolo

In Memory of Audrey J. Dilar
Gretchen Dilar
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M/M Joseph DeGiulio
Fedina Elia
Dr. and Mrs. John Marino
Nancy Mariano & Family
M/M Albert Paonessa Jr.
M/M John Santangelo
M/M Guido Virtuoso

In Memory of Claire DellaValle
Joseph DellaValle

In Memory of James Dewey
Delphi Tool Room Bldg 8
Klub 60
M/M Burt Martin
June McQueen
Beverly Sharpsteen
M/M James Strassel
George Walker
M/M Edward Zolyome

In Memory of Ann Dickinson
M/M Darren Haag
M/M Henry Keem
M/M Karl Smith
M/M Anthony Bucolo

In Memory of Audrey J. Dilar
Gretchen Dilar
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In Memory of Joanne Lyons
Arthur Wheeler

In Memory of Hedley & 
MacFarlane Family
Jim Hedley

In Memory of John MacMaster
Francis Nearhoof Jr.

In Memory of Eveyln R. Mahoney
M/M Tom Kralik

In Memory of Bonnie Main
Vicki Pawlak
Darlene Werth

In Memory of Charles Manuel
Charles William Hornsby
Travelers Insurance

In Memory of Mollie Korff Martin
William K. Martin

In Memory of Victor Martinez
Gloria McMurray

In Memory of Joyce Massaro
Therese Paonessa

In Memory of Robert McCollum
M/M Larry Kois
Priscilla McCollum

In Memory of Jack McCord
Patricia McCord

In Memory of James McCue
The Building Industry Employers
Association of NC

Door Specialties Inc.
Gypsum Systems Inc.
Huber Construction Inc.
M/M John Mangus
Rev. Carolyn Peeler
Perfetti Builder’s Hardware Inc.
Betty Tousley

In Memory of James McCue
M/M Robert Hazelet

In Memory of Joseph & Betty
McMahon
Michael McMahon

In Memory of Ruth McNally
William Kresman
WNY Association of Plumbing &
Mechanical Contractors

In Memory of Conrad F. Metzger
Beth Mattei and Family
Mary Louise Metzger

In Memory of Joseph Militello
Adele Berti

In Memory of Esther Miller
Robert Kramer

In Memory of Margaret
Mokhiber
Ronald Mokhiber
Art Skeirik

In Memory of Sharon Monroe
M/M Ed Seefeldt
M/M Dan Whitsett
M/M Richard Zipp

In Memory of Mary Montante
Employees from the Grace 
Cancer Drug Center

In Memory of Lily May Waddell
Moran
John Moran

In Memory of James Moritz
Shawnee Volunteer Fire Co., Inc.

In Memory of Juliana Mort
Mary Pietricone

In Memory of Mary Ann Murphy
Frederick Lute

In Memory of Amadio Navarroli
M/M Louis Zagotti
M/M Guido Virtuoso

In Memory of Karl Neubert
Elaine Coppola

In Memory of Delia Niccola
M/M Robert Hazelet

In Memory of the Louise Norris
Family
Louise Norris

In Memory of Charlotte Nowicki
M/M Nolen Curtis

In Memory of Karl E. Nuebert
Virginia Neubert

In Memory of Loved Ones
Alice Rayl

In Memory of Marjorie Orkwis
M/M Vincent Ginestre

In Memory of Steven Ort
Jean Ort

In Memory of Robert Ott
IBEW Local 1813
Ellenor Kimmel
Robin Ott

In Memory of Jean Pagano
Linda Rocco

In Memory of Shirley (Chuck)
Palmiter
MOTO Franchine Corp.
A.B.C. Club in Wilmington

In Memory of Margaret Payne
M/M James Southwell

In Memory of Frederick C.
Phillips
June Phillips

In Memory of Melvin Pierce
M/M William Webb & Family

In Memory of Christine Pluzdrak
Center of Renewal, Inc.
M/M Mark Russ

In Memory of Edward Poole
Chase Bank Co-Workers
Eva Jean Dickinson
Leslie McKillip
M/M Norman Prue
Pegeen Ryan

In Memory of William Porter
Sally Porter
M/M David Stepnick

In Memory of Peggyann Pytlik
Richard Pytlik
First Niagara Bank
Scott Lawn Yard Inc.

In Memory of Joseph Quarcini
Local 91 LIU of NA AFL-CIO

In Memory of Reagan & Stewart
Families
Maureen Reagan

In Memory of David Redman
Diane Rosenberg

In Memory of Herbert E. Reitz
Mary Reitz

In Memory of Herendeen 
Relatives
Donna Bailey

In Memory of Alice Reszel
M/M Lawrence Clare
Cheryl Gondek
M/M Paul Reszel
M/M Philip Weston

In Memory of Willis S. Retzlaff
Lois Retzlaff

In Memory of Earl Richardson
Violet Milne McIntyre

In Memory of Roger F. Rounds
Deborah Lawrence

In Memory of Kenneth Runge
Stephen Larson
North Tonawanda City School
District

In Memory of Sue Ann Ryan
Thomas Ryan IV

In Memory of Petrina Santarsiero
M/M William Rosenberg Jr.

In Memory of Luetta Schaefer
Natalie Whitmore

In Memory of Ann Schall
Eric S. Eldridge

In Memory of Kathleen Schebell
Sally Guido

In Memory of Marion Schendel
Dale Heary
Jean Upton
Edwina Young

In Memory of Marian L. Schurr
Minnie Spoon

In Memory of Betty J. Scullion
Sharon Love

In Memory of Frances I. Secord
Cynthia Robertson

In Memory of Phyllis Seefeldt
Sally Wilson

In Memory of Paul Seeloff
Colleen Seeloff

In Memory of Mamie Seitz
Patricia DePrima

In Memory of Harold Shaver
Marian Bolton
Mary Chunco
M/M Franklin Ginty
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Graf
M/M Rocci Scirati
Betty Thompson
Tommy F.Thompson
M/M John E.Tillotson Sr.

In Memory of Harold Shaver
M/M Lloyd Gerstung
M/M LaVern Ulrich

In Memory of Daniel L. Sheehan
Adeline E. Glena
William Higgs
Robert A. Nodine
M/M Elwood Pittler
Melva Rumsey
Jane Seekins
Joan Watkins
Cohen Financial

In Memory of Florence Sheldon
Stenley LeBold

In Memory of Robert Allen &
Shirley Errington
Sheila Allen

In Memory of Doris Shoop
M/M Rick Dalton
Jean Stevenson
Rita Vidal

In Memory of Christine Short
Daniel Krebs

In Memory of Donald E. Sinclair,
Sr.
M/M Donald Sinclair Jr.

In Memory of Alden E. Smith
Betty Smith
Staff of Mt.View
Jenna Zambotti
Dorothy Smith

In Memory of David Sonnen
Kathryn Sonnen

In Memory of Harold Southard
M/M Floyd Benzing
M/M Robert Bowers
Robert Kramer
William Stout

In Memory of Luther Stebbins
Janis M. Billingsley
Elsie Stebbins
Town of Lockport Officials &
Staff

M/M Keith VanDusen
M/M Richard Verguson
Maureen Wendt

In Memory of Christine Steinman
Dorothy Cancemi
Joesph Paonessa

In Memory of Reagan & Stewart
Families
Maureen Reagan

In Memory of Robert Stoll
M/M Jeffrey Stoll

In Memory of Frances Stopa
Karen Waite

In Memory of Bill Storrs
The Butcher Shop Employees
and Customers

In Memory of Robert Storrs
Mary W. Clark

In Memory of Anna Straccamore
Friends at Quebecor World 
Buffalo Inc.
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fore meeting in person. Three days later, Rodney
knew he was in love but he also felt guilty be-
cause he felt he was cheating on his late wife.
Rodney’s generosity by way of emotional sup-
port, the ability to make Joanne laugh, and being
someone who could understand the ups and
downs of being widowed soon helped Joanne re-
alize that maybe true love could happen again.
Much to their family’s surprise, they were en-
gaged after two weeks and discussed a fall wed-
ding - but common sense also told them that they
had to get to know each other better before tak-
ing such a huge step.

As a trial run before committing the rest of
their lives to each other, Rodney moved in with
Joanne. The two argued, cried, laughed, talked
and truly got to know each other. They also trav-
eled a lot, and Joanne’s sister remarked that if
you could travel in a vehicle with someone for
over twelve hours without killing them, then it
really must be love! Rodney and Joanne were
able to share what life had dealt them and in
doing so, got to know each other in the way
some people don’t do even after years of being

together. They decided to head to Vegas, and
were married on October 1, 2005 at a small
chapel with some close friends and family in at-
tendance. Friends and family commented that it
had been a long time since either smiled and
looked so happy.

Joanne and Rodney now share their lives to-
gether, after first sharing the devastating effects
cancer can have on a family, the loneliness of
grief, and they even unknowingly shared 
Niagara Hospice bereavement counselor, Laurie
Stickney, as they worked through their grief.

The moral of the story is that Joanne and 
Rodney would like everyone that has lost a
spouse or significant other to know that life can
go on. It is very difficult making the decision to
begin dating again, and yet another major deci-
sion to make a new life with someone else. They
both acknowledge that their late spouses will al-
ways be a part of their lives and offer each other
love and support with each passing anniversary
of something from the past. They also know that
together they will make new memories and cel-
ebrate more anniversaries of ‘firsts’ together.

STORY OF HOPE AND LOVE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PHARMACY PROGRAM, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

on Sunset Drive in the Town of Lockport.
“Our pharmacy education program has grown

from one student on a clinical experience pro-
gram to a full-fledged post-doctoral residency
program,” said Wahler. 

Niagara Hospice president & CEO, John
Lomeo, said the inclusion of a resident pharma-
cist in the patient’s care plan has proved to be a
tremendous resource to both the clinical care-
givers and the patient. “This clinical exposure to
hospice and palliative care also affords the resi-
dent invaluable experience in pain management
and end-of-life care,” added Lomeo. Both say
that the role of the pharmacist has become in-
creasingly more important in hospice and pallia-
tive care and Wahler believes there are many
hospice facilities that need a pharmaceutical ex-
pert to manage the therapeutic use, distribution
and costs of medication. According to Wahler,
many hospices nationwide have hired clinical
pharmacists.

The pharmacy resident is responsible for
management of patient pharmacy regimens in a
cost-effective and quality efficient manner as

well as coordinating the administration of medi-
cations for patients to assure there are no contra-
indications and/or negative interactions between
medications. Niagara Hospice patients have the
benefit of vital expertise in the case management
of pain and symptom control. Patients are not
the only beneficiaries in this partnership, as UB
pharmacy students work and gain knowledge in
the clinical environment with the resident phar-
macist and hospice caregivers.

The Pharmacy Resident program was initially
made possible through a $30,659 grant from the
Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo.
Objectives of the Foundation are to support cre-
ative and innovative responses to existing or
emerging community problems; and support ef-
forts that recognize and build on community
strengths and assets. The Community Founda-
tion for Greater Buffalo is a community endow-
ment whose mission is to strengthen and im-
prove the quality of life in the Greater Buffalo
area by supporting and enhancing philanthropy
and charitable activities.

Light-A-Life
2005 
Over 100 friends
and family joined
Niagara Hospice
for an afternoon of
remembrance at
the King Gallery at
The Summit on
December 11th.
The St. Mary’s
Folk Group of
Lockport raised
their voices and
brought comfort to
many hearts. 
Hospice Volunteer
Sally Porter, and
Hospice Social
Worker Larry 
Morrow shared
messages of hope
for the holidays.
Candles and the
Hospice Memorial
Tree were lit as we
remembered 180
lives as all joined
the folk group to
sing Silent Night.
A very special
thank you to Don
King, The Summit,
Lockport Tim 
Horton’s, St.
Mary’s Folk
Group, Sally
Porter and Larry
Morrow for their
support of 
Light-A-Life.



Lauer-Manguso & Associates
Management & Staff of The 
Talking Phone Book

North Tonawanda School 
Administration Association

Quebecor World Fairfield
Nancy Reynolds

In Memory of Richard Sullivan
Rita Sullivan

In Memory of John Syers
Nancy Behrens
Pamela Behrens
David Clifford
M/M J. M. Fitzgerald
M/M Christopher Vince

In Memory of Grace Thomas
Kathryn T. Mooradian

In Memory of Bob Tinklepaugh
Audrey Tinklepaugh
J. G. B. Enterprises, Inc.

In Memory of John Tisdale
M/M Norman Grauerholz

In Memory of Richard Titterson
Jane Titterson

In Memory of Linda S.Townsend
Edgar Townsend

In Memory of Howard Turner
Cynthia Jarvis

In Memory of Carole VanOrman
Rolla Becker
M/M Les Kachurek
M/M Donald Larrabee
Robert Reese
Dawn Rogers

In Memory of Sarah J.Virga
Adeline Virga

In Memory of Robert C.Vogt, Sr.
Patricia Vogt

In Memory of Anthony Volante
Ferro Electronic Materials

In Memory of Grandma Wagner
Barrie Steele
Valerie Bryce
M/M James Cronkhite
M/M Jeffrey Wagner

In Memory of Stanley Bruce
Waild
Sherry Waild

In Memory of Theresa A.Walker
John Walker

In Memory of Marguerite Ward
M/M David Babcock
M/M James Coulter
M/M Jack Dempsey
M/M Jack Reilly
M/M Eugene Ward
Sandra Ward
Brian White

In Memory of Amy Watson
Betty Tomlin

In Memory of Cornelia Lily Webb
M/M Alfred Harvey

In Memory of Dorothy Webber
Saundra Burns

In Memory of Cameron Werth
M/M Duane Carlton Sr.

In Memory of Thomas Williams
Bunty Volls

In Memory of Jean S.Wilson
Debra Czyrny

In Memory of Ruth H.Wolcott
Robin Wolcott

In Memory of Loretta J.Wood
Archie Wood

In Memory of Lori Ann Yohe
Thomas Anderson
Frances Bartolomei
Joanne Bartolomei
Lawrence Bartolomei
Amy Battaglia
Karen Bdera
Mary Borodzik
Danielle Bush
Century Medical Associates P.C.
Collin Dill
Kay Green
Norine Kuhn
LAN Associates Inc.
Landis Communications Inc.
M/M David Lawrence
James Lohr
Cynthia Lytle
Adelaide Manth
Beth Manth
John Marciano Jr.
Carol Narowski
Verl Preston
Proactive Solutions
Carla Reynolds
Stamm Reynolds & Stamm
Paula Stuhler
M/M Michael Szczepanski
Susan Tallmadge
Susan Tsakos
W. J. Cox Associates, Inc.
Ellen Willard
Audrey Winzinger
Jeffrey Yohe

In Memory of Janice N. Zahno
Camille Zahno

In Memory of Alfonso Zuccari
Arline E. Parkhill
Helen Schimschack
M/M Robert Zuccari
M/M Patsy Eugeni
Thiele, Inc.

GENERAL DONATIONS

1949 Tonawanda High School
Class Reunion

Alison Albert
Charlene Austin
Joanne Bartolomei
The Bell Fund - Community
Foundation for Greater Buffalo

M/M Arthur Bird

Vicki Marie Bowes
Duwayne Brabec
Bethany Brawn
Hugh Brennan
Brown, Chiari, LLP
Michelle Bruce
Buffalo Coca-Cola Bottling

Company, Inc
Drs.Andrew Cappuccino and
Family

Dr. and Mrs.Albert P. Cavallari
Dr. Paul Churder
Milena Cillag
Marie Clark
Paul Colucci
Cornerstone Research & 
Marketing, Inc.

Tammy Darnell
Roland Davis
Richard L. Dayer
Gerald DeFlippo
The Dow Chemical Foundation
Patricia Dowd
M/M Harry Dreifus
M/M Allan Duquette
Dwyer’s Irish Pub
Teresa Eastman
Empire Dismantlement Corp.
Employees of Invitrogen Corp.
Tameka Felts
First Baptist Church Benevolent
Fund

First Congregational Church
First Presbyterian Church
Janet Fraas
Frank Colucci, Inc.
Debbie Frauenhofer
M/M Barry Frombgen
M/M Robert Fuller
Kathryn Gannon
Diane Gelose
Patricia Gerou
Giangreco Law Firm P.C.
John Gibson
Danielle Gnacinski
Gordie Harper’s Bazaar
Dennis Grinnell
M/M Robert Hazen
Doug Heim
M/M William Hildebrand
Theresa Holmes
M/M Walter Holmes
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Impressive Imprints
Independent Health Association
Inc.

Insight Health Corp.
Insurance Auto Auctions
Scott James
Sally Johnson
Johnson & Johnson Family of
Companies

M/M Tom Kelley
Debbie Klein
Jennifer Kopf
Donelle Koukal
Doris Kramer

William Krueger
John Kugler
Judy Kwarciak
Ladies Auxiliary of V.F.W.
Post 9249

Stephen Larson
Herta Lein
Cynthia Lichtenberger
Frank Lis
Lockport Village Eatery Inc.
Loose Ends Vending Inc.
M/M David Mallam
M/M John Micciariello
Modern Industrial Firebrick
Corp.

Joan Mullin
My Favorite Things
National Fuel Gas Quality
Assurance Co-workers

Ruth Naylor
New York Fish Market
Niagara Falls Sertoma Club
Ohio Elementary School Faculty
and Staff

Olcott Harbor Board of Trade
One Eyed Jacks
Jodi Persinger
Jeri Pichey
Marcia Plants
The Presbytery of Western 
New York

Purdue Frederick Company
Rand & Jones Enterprises Co.,
Inc.

Ransomville Baptist Church
Richard J. Hooper & Associates
Roman Cafe
Dr. and Mrs. Richard W. Rooker
Rotary Club of Central Niagara
County

Rotary Club of Lewiston
James J. Sansone
Karen Scalia
Wayne Schult
Clarence Secord
Barbara Seufert
Alice Smith
Sandra Smith
Tracy Stevenson
Supercuts
Samuel Terranova
Charles Thrall
Natalie Tolhurst
Trinity Baptist Church
United Way of Buffalo & Erie
Verizon Foundation
Laura Vivian
Marilyn Webster
Pat Wilson
Jeffrey Yohe
Julie Zimmerman

Thank you!
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Weathering the Storm
BY LARRY MORROW, BSW MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKER

Every one of us will experience the loss of someone or
something we love, or cherish very dearly. It may be some-
one or something we have invested much of our emotional
being with, and allowed ourselves to become part of. What
we feel when that is taken away from us is a measure of grief,
on some level. The level of grief depends on how great an in-
vestment we had in that loved one, or that thing we cared for
dearly. And, that investment may be emotional, mental, or
spiritual. 

We grieve because of a loss of some kind, usually of some-
one, or something we love. But, we can also grieve over
something or someone in our lives that has had a negative in-
fluence, or a negative relationship. Grief is the emotional re-
sponse as a result of the loss. Grief may manifest itself in an
emotional roller coaster. One moment, we may be doing just
fine and later we may not be able to hold it together. Grief can
strike at any moment, and rise up from a word, a smell, a
sound, or a thought. It may hit us as we think about past re-
lationships or a connection to a loved possession. We grieve
over many things and at different levels throughout our lives.
Grief is a natural part of living. If you have not grieved, you
have not cared. 

To give a perspective on grief, think of it as a snowstorm
in winter. I think of a particular snowstorm that hit Western
NY in 1977 (deemed “The Blizzard of 77”). Several feet of
snow fell in a short time. People were stranded in many
places - at work, school, on the road, and many other places
away from home. Well, it was winter. We expect snow, but
not like that. It hit hard. I think of grief like that snowstorm
hitting hard, very hard. In fact, it paralyzed us. The city was
at a standstill. Often, when we grieve, we become paralyzed.

Nothing else can be done. We are stuck in that storm, strand-
ed somewhere.

Well, that snow did cease. The storm ended at some point.
We knew we would survive. No, winter was not over, just like
our grief hasn’t ended. But the storm has stopped. I knew
winter was still here though. I knew we were going to get
more snow. I know I will grieve again over this loss. And
maybe another storm will hit, and render me inoperable for a
time again.

Grief is like that. It can come at a moments notice. Just
like winter snow. The snow is still on the ground. It is still
cold outside. If you want to go out, you must shovel the side-
walk. You need to dress properly. Grief is like that. It is hard
work. You must clean off the snow before you can safely nav-
igate the sidewalks. We know there will be more snow before
winter ends. Grief ends at some point. No, we don’t forget
the love for the loss. Emotions can still rise when we think of
it. But, for the most part, grief ends and we can navigate the
sidewalks of our life again without shoveling, or having to
dress warm. We don’t have to prepare for another storm be-
cause summer is here, but we remember the past winter well.
We just don’t dwell on it as we used to. Oh, we talk about the
“big storm” and how it affected us. We will talk about our
loss, and that is good. We need to openly confess how much
the loss meant to us. That helps us get through the storms.

Remember, grief may be intense at times. It may come
upon you as a storm, maybe when you are not expecting it.
There will be snow squalls, small flurries, and maybe sunny
days in winter as well. But, there is no escaping grief. Just
like that snowstorm, it is going to affect every part of your
life in some way, and you must deal with it many times be-
fore you see the season change. Your storm may be a little
different than mine, or your friends. Don’t expect to be able
to shovel all the snow in one day. Sometimes it takes awhile
to work through it. You need to rest. You need to ask for help
if needed. It’s okay to let someone know that the drifts are
just too much for you right now, and you need a helping
hand.

When you are going through your snowstorm, consider
that others may be going through it as well. Perhaps they may
have the same type of loss as you. If they appear to be han-
dling the storm well, ask them how they do it. Don’t be afraid
to speak about the storm to others. Maybe they have a per-
spective that might just give you some hope that the storm is
not going to be here forever, and there is a summer. In your
grief, remember that you are not alone. We all experience it
at different times and over different losses. Grief is common
to all people. You will manage it one day. You will grow
through it. You will find better weather ahead, and may even
see a rainbow.

Niagara Hospice Donors August 1 – November 30, 2005
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Dick Groves and Jerry DeFlippo present a gift of
$2,500 to Nick Granchelli of the Niagara Frontier
Hospice Foundation board (right).The gift repre-
sents proceeds from last summer’s Dominick 
DeFlippo Memorial Golf Tournament donated to
support the Wings of Serenity Campaign to build
Niagara Hospice House.

Hospice-tality was a success again last November!
Several Niagara County restaurants donated 20% of
their proceeds from the evening of November 6th to
Niagara Hospice. Pictured are Jenny Pinkham (left)
from Mariner’s Landing in Olcott, and Hospice Event
Specialist,Amanda Scott. Niagara Hospice thanks
Mariner’s Landing and the following restaurants for
their support of National Hospice Month and the hos-
pice mission:

Apple Granny Restaurant

The Brickyard

Braccettos Restaurant

Cammarata’s Restaurant

One Eyed Jacks

Village Eatery Italian Bistro

Gordie Harper’s Bazaar

John’s Flaming Hearth

Roman Café

Dwyers Pub and the Niagara Falls HOGS broke
the Guinness World Record of the most Harleys
to drive through a bar! Greg Stenis of Dwyers
and Paul Fedorsak from Niagara Falls HOGS
present proceeds from the event to Amanda
Scott from the Niagara Frontier Hospice 
Foundation.

Thanks you!

The Kodak Co. in Rochester, New York re-
cently donated a digital camera to the pharmacy
program at Niagara Hospice to aid in research
on the treatment of oral thrush in hospice pa-
tients. This is a common condition in terminal
patients that up until now has been problematic
in treatment. New studies on an alternative regi-
men could result in better treatment of oral

thrush and a decrease in medication costs. The
camera will be used to photograph symptoms
throughout treatment to document changes for
the study. The research is being conducted by
Niagara Hospice PharmD Kate Juba and Robert
Wahler, University at Buffalo clinical assistant
professor of pharmacy and Niagara Hospice
pharmacy practice residency director.

The Niagara Hospice web-site has
recently been refashioned with the goal
of providing clear and concise informa-
tion to individuals who have recently re-
ceived a potentially life-threatening di-
agnosis, as well as their families, and
encourage them to call Hospice sooner.
“We know all too well how important it
is for individuals to have easy access to
information that relates directly to them
when faced with end-of-life chal-
lenges,” states Patricia Degan, Niagara
Hospice director of marketing and pub-
lic relations. “Because everyone’s situa-
tion is different, another goal of the site
is to encourage people to call Hospice
sooner to get information early on in
their diagnosis - providing them with

the tools to make informed de-
cisions in their own care,” says
Degan.. The new website pro-
vides resources for the patient,
the family, and the community
as a whole that can be accessed
in the comfort of home or office
at a time that is most conve-
nient. 

A Memorial Book section
has been added to the new site
that invites families to remem-
ber a loved one and invite others to sign
their guestbook. The addition is an ef-
fort to provide families with another
tool to help them work through their
grief as well as provide lasting tributes
to their loved one. Memorials can be

printed from the website to be kept by
the family if they wish. Hospice news,
resources, contact information, and
newsletters can all be accessed at
www.niagarahospice.org.

Kodak Donation Supports Pharmacy Study

The Community Foundation for
Greater Buffalo awarded a $40,000
grant to Niagara Hospice to install an
automated medication dispensing unit.
According to Vice President of Hospice
Services, Catherine Mulawka Borden,
the automated medication dispensing
unit will ensure that Niagara County
hospice patients have access to 24/7
remedy for breakthrough pain and other
emergencies. “This equipment will
make it possible to provide emergency
pain medication during non-business
hours, using secure protocols super-
vised by a local licensed pharmacist,”
states Borden.

The automated medication dispens-
ing unit will add another dimension to
the standout pharmacology services Ni-
agara Hospice has developed. The pro-
ject expands on an innovative palliative
care program already underway, one
that has been developed in collaboration
with the University at Buffalo’s School
of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sci-
ences. Since 2002, Niagara Hospice has
pioneered efforts to improve how medi-
cations are used and managed in hos-
pice care, and is recognized nationally
for a variety of strategic initiatives.
Over three years Niagara Hospice has
adjusted formularies to make better use

of generic drugs and taken other steps to
cut drug costs; assisted the University at
Buffalo School of Pharmaceutical Sci-
ences in researching the use of
methadone as pain medication for can-
cer patients; established a Pharmacy
Residency; developed a palliative care
consultancy that assists local nursing
homes and physicians; and collaborated
with UB in PharmD intern rotations and
miscellaneous studies of geriatric phar-
macology. 

“The Foundation is pleased to be
able to support this important effort,”
stated Community Foundation Vice
President, Clotilde Dedecker.

Hospice Website Receives Face-lift

Community Foundation Funds Unit

Many thanks also to Applebees, Lockport 
for surprising Hospice staff with a delicious lunch last 

September.The ribs, chicken fingers, coleslaw and 
pop were enjoyed by all! 

J’s Motorcar of Lockport donated a percentage of 
their proceeds during National Hospice Month

(November) to Niagara Hospice.
Thank you Roger Corlde and staff for supporting 

the mission of Hospice!

Essie Calhoun (left), Chief
Diversity Officer & Direc-
tor of Community Affairs
and Vice President at
Kodak and Kate Juba,
Niagara Hospice PharmD.



Happy New Year! We hope you will join us
as we enter 2006 with great optimism and
hope for the future. This will be a challenging
year for Niagara Hospice as we continue the
“Wings of Serenity” campaign to build 
Niagara Hospice House. This year also
promises to be one of the most exciting years
in our 18-year history as we plan to welcome
the first residents of
Niagara County’s
only hospice house.
But we can’t do it
without your help. 

As many of you
know, Niagara Hos-
pice House will be
an 8-suite hospice
residence and 10-
suite in-patient unit.
The residential
wing will provide a
place for hospice
patients to go when
their own home or
family situation
isn’t suitable for home care, but they don’t
need hospitalization or nursing home care.
Perhaps their home is too small, or poorly
suited for handicap accessibility, or they don’t
have family or friends who can stay with them
24 hours a day. The in-patient wing will hold
10 suites specifically designed for patients
needing short-term medical monitoring and
patients who have only a few hours or days to
live. Many families find the final hours ex-
tremely difficult and want medical profession-
als available for pain management and sup-
port, but hospitalization isn’t required.

Plans for Niagara Hospice House have been
on the drawing board for years. The decision
to go forward is partly attributed to recent
changes to New York State law that enable
smaller counties to operate cost-efficient resi-
dential hospice services, and the 2002 change
in Medicaid reimbursement regulations in
support of hospice residences. These changes
have opened the door for Niagara Hospice to
meet the long-time need for a residential hos-

pice facility.
The foundation of the hospice philosophy is

for every patient to have a dignified, pain-free
death. The absence of a residential facility in
Niagara County poses a significant threat to
that standard. Although Niagara Hospice will
always be primarily a home based program,
Niagara Hospice House will open up new ser-

vices for people who currently must go with-
out. 

These are trying times for fundraising and
we are humbled by the generosity of our staff,
volunteers, board members and the communi-
ty in their support of Niagara Hospice House.
If you haven’t yet had an opportunity to see
plans for the building, we encourage you to
call Hospice at (716) 439-4417 to request in-
formation. If you have been touched by Hos-
pice, you know how important hospice care is.
You can name for yourself the co-workers,
friends or family members who depended on
Niagara Hospice during a difficult and painful
time. Because of the importance of this work,
we know you will want to help if you can.
With your help, we can bring dignity, comfort
and choice to all who need it, regardless of
their home situation. 
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A Message from the CEO and Board President

Dominick Muto of the Niagara Falls Fish Market
organized a first year ride to benefit Niagara 
Hospice. Pictured are Vincent & Dominick Muto
presenting a check to Anthony Battaglia of the
Niagara Frontier Hospice Foundation.
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The Peggyann Pytlik Walk had a successful
second year last fall, raising $3,900 for 
Niagara Hospice.The weather held out as
walkers took a scenic stroll through
Whirlpool State Park. Pictured are Anthony
Battaglia of Niagara Hospice, Barb and Rich
Pytlik, Caroline, Paige, Xander and Hailey
Wasinger. Missing members of the Pytlik
family are Annette, Joe, Joseph and Emma
Dutton, Rick Pytlik and Ray Wasinger.

Supercuts of Western New York believes every day is a gift! Through-
out the month of August stylists at 32 Supercuts locations sold 
Niagara Hospice butterflies for $1 donation to Hospice.All of the
locations did a fantastic job; the location that sold the most is on
Payne Ave. in North Tonawanda. Pictured: Supercuts staff and 
Anthony Battaglia and Amanda Scott of the Niagara Frontier 
Hospice Foundation.

The Burt Hotel ran their 3rd AnnualPartner Memorial Run in memory ofJohn Rosemelia, Sr.The event raised$6,295 for Niagara Hospice through admissions and various raffles. Picturedleft to right are Kelly Sears, JohnRosemelia, Jr., Diana Edminster,Tom Edminster, Kelly Lederhouse and MontyNoble.



This is a story of two people who each lost their spouses to cancer:
Rodney lost his wife of 37 years in September 2003 and Joanne lost her
husband of 14.5 years in November 2003 - both were under the care of
Niagara Hospice. The first year of widowhood was full of emotions:
anger, frustration, loneliness, sadness, abandonment, failure and won-
dering if they would ever feel whole or happy again. Neither knew
where they would get the courage to go on without their partner, lover
and best friend. Both took advantage of grief counseling through 
Niagara Hospice.

Neither Joanne nor Rodney ever imagined falling in love again, or
even thought about doing so, until November 2004 when they were each
convinced by co-workers and family to try Match.com and Yahoo.com.
They both had a lot of reservations about starting to date again, but felt
that maybe just finding someone to do things with would bring some
happiness. Rodney and Joanne both corresponded with several people
but did not feel a connection to anyone.

Then fate stepped in: Rodney saw Joanne’s profile and sent her an
email. They emailed for two days and talked on the phone for hours be-
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Niagara Hospice recently received accredita-
tion for its residency program in pharmacy prac-
tice, with emphasis in home care, from the
American Society of Health-System Pharma-
cists (ASHP). The Commission arrived at its de-
cision based on a thorough review and survey
conducted at Niagara Hospice in May, 2005.
The ASHP Board of Directors reviewed and ac-
cepted the Commission on Credentialing’s ac-
tions on September 23, 2005. Accreditation is
granted subject to the provisions of the ASHP
Regulations on Accreditation of Pharmacy Res-
idencies. 

The Pharmacy Practice Residency Program is
a joint collaboration of Niagara Hospice and the
University at Buffalo’s School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences to provide a post-doc-
toral pharmacist residency. “We are very excited

about this recognition,” said Robert Wahler, UB
clinical assistant professor of pharmacy and 
Niagara Hospice pharmacy practice residency
director. “Our pharmacy practice residency with
emphasis in home care is the only nationally ac-
credited residency based in a hospice, furthering
Niagara Hospice’s conscious effort to be a
teaching hospice.”

The joint venture has placed both institutions
at the forefront of research and instruction in
hospice and palliative care. The partnership is
instrumental in offering patients the unique type
of comfort and care that characterizes Niagara
Hospice. Under the agreement, Niagara Hospice
provides a residency to a pharmacist who per-
forms research and supervises UB pharmacy
students during clinical rotations at its facility
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In mid-life, the caterpillar attaches
itself to a protected place while it

undergoes a transformation into a
chrysalis. The butterfly that

emerges has a whole new life 
in a different form.

For more information, visit us on the web at

www.niagarahospice.org
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Accreditation

Please help us update our records by completing
this form and mailing to:

The Hospice & Palliative Care Group, Inc.
4675 Sunset Drive

Lockport, NY 14094
❑ I have an additional mailing address; please update my

records.
❑ I am receiving duplicate copies of the newsletter.
❑ I wish to be removed from the Hospice mailing list.
❑ I would like to be added to the Hospice mailing list.
❑ I would like more information about volunteer 

opportunities at Niagara Hospice.

❑ Mr.  ❑ Mrs.  ❑ Ms. ______________________________

Address: __________________________________________

__________________________________________

City: __________________________State: ___ Zip:_______      

Phone #: _________________ Fax #: ___________________

E-mail Address: ____________________________________

Months at other address:

FROM______________TO______________

Please clip and mail as needed.

Call (716) 439-4417 or visit
www.niagarahospice.org

to purchase your
Buddyfly Bear.

BuddyflyBuddyfly
The Niagara Hospice Remembrance Bear

This cute little bear is for sale 
to benefit Niagara Hospice 

for just a $10 donation!

THE HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE GROUP, INC.

4675 Sunset Drive, Lockport, NY 14094
(716) 439-4417
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